
FRIENDS OF THE 

POOR 

As part of our work we have been learning about the history of our community and state.  For over 200 years, our state has grown as new 

immigrants arrived,  sought employment,  worshipped in religious congregations, sent children to school, and yes, learned to call Fort 

Wayne home.  We discovered that the strength of our community, our state, our country, is something few other countries can claim - our 

ability to work for our common good while maintaining the culture and traditions of our families of origin.  There have been conflicts 

over the years, yet we have, in the end, resolved and respected our differences and learned to live peaceably together.  Today, as our 

economy has changed from a manufacturing economy to a service economy, our city has continued to grow, primarily because of the 

vitality of our new immigrants.   According to the Ft. Wayne Community Schools there are today over 80 different languages spoken at 

home by FWCS students!   

Yes, today our world is in crisis.  The “War on Terrorism” has caused our elected leaders to suppress some of our constitutional rights. 

There are problems on the national level in managing visitors, guest workers and citizenship applicants. Our federal government hasn’t 

resolved this, causing increasing frustration.   An attempt is now being made in Indianapolis to resolve problems with undocumented 

workers (known as Senate Bill 335).  This bill (which already passed the Senate) promises to make matters much worse for  both immi-

grants and native-born citizens.   Our staff or volunteers could be jailed and our organization denied government permission to operate, 

just for feeding a hungry undocumented person. There are many other weaknesses in this bill which could become law before the end of 

February 2008! Please take time to become aware of the details of this bill and contact your State Representative with your conclusions.  

You can  locate a copy of the bill at www.in.gov.  You can reach your representative (and find out his/her name) by calling 1-800-382-

9842. You can also write to Representative ______, Indiana House of Representatives, 200 W. Washington St., Indianapolis IN 46204.  

The most sensible suggestion has been to ask our reps to postpone action on this hastily written bill and to make a strong effort to urge 

our reps in D.C. to take positive action.  

HELP WANTED  

(Volunteer) 

Fair Trade Product Dis-

play  at Events 

Visit ethnic businesses  

       for ethnic directory  

  Event Organizer  

  Building Repair Person 

  Recycling Truck Driver  

  Printing Press Operator 

Feinstein match offered thru April 30 

For the 11th year Alan Feinstein is offering  $1 million to be divided proportionately to 

participating anti-hunger groups based on donations or pledges received by April 30.  

This year we are especially hopeful that we will reach our goal of $15,000  We hope to 

double the number of students in our job training program and to expand our coffee pro-

gram.  Some of you have already donated and we thank you.  If so,  we’d appreciate 

your sharing about our work with family,  co-workers & friends.  We can provide bro-

chures, coin collection canisters, or even make a presentation.  The opportunities , espe-

cially in these trying times, are great.  Please consider helping. 

For more details contact Marian Waltz at 422 6821. 

Senate Bill 335 threatens charitable 

aid...Indiana House to vote Feb 27 
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Now that we are well into our 36th year of this anti-poverty effort, I often stop and reflect on where we’ve been.  This is something new 

for me, since I’ve always been the activist, looking ahead to see what’s next.  When I look back I see how our progress has been helped, 

in large and small ways, by what some would call miracles, and for that we are grateful.  It is the practical help of many hands and the 

sharing of resources (usually a little at a time) that have allowed us the luxury of looking ahead to tackle the next opportunity.   Thank 

you all. 

Today’s front page story relates to a controversial topic that is close to home, yet has international connections:  newcomers to our com-

munity, our state,  America.  Last Sunday’s paper listed four letters to the editor, with three on this topic; one asking for tolerance; two 

encouraging stricter action against undocumented individuals.  As a sociology major (the inexact science of human relations) I’ve dis-

covered that solutions to poverty-related problems are as complex as the human condition.  I’ve gone from helping emergency food pro-

grams, to encouraging literacy education and farming techniques, to supporting self-help family businesses thru our work with Fair 

Trade.  It seems that if average working folks all around the world had a way to provide the basics for their families, the current situation 

of large numbers folks crossing borders for work would be resolved.  The need for fair employment has never been greater.   

For example, by providing a fair price to small farmers in southern Mexico for their coffee, we as consumers receive the best quality, 

while they are able to supply not only basic needs but also provide their children’s future.  What we are advocating, then, are appropriate 

solutions, not more government regulations or aid programs.  We are asking that governments everywhere, allow or even encourage, fair 

opportunity not only in the voting booth, but in the marketplace. By encouraging democratic business opportunities we also envision a 

lessening of violence in the world, as well as within our neighborhoods.  While we can never, I think, eliminate misunderstandings from 

our human condition, we can learn to respect each others personal boundaries out of a clearer understanding that it is in our own self-

interest to be responsible citizens in our daily interactions.   I’d appreciate hearing your response to these concerns.   

Jim Goetsch, Administrative Coordinator 

P.S.  In response to opportunities and changes in our work inspired by world events which affect our community, we are planning to ex-

pand several programs and redefine and expand our work with local unemployed adults here in Fort Wayne.  This will include a need for 

a more structured program serving individuals and expanding our community services such as education, technical assistance and em-

ployment connections.  All this will require more resources (money, space, equipment) and more involved individuals (paid and volun-

teer).  We hope you will consider sharing in this, in a large or small way, as you are able.  Again  THANK YOU.   

  

 

Clean Rags for Print shop 

Useable office supplies/paper 

Late model Mac or PC computer 

Working Used car, truck, etc. 

Toilet Paper/Paper Towels 

Useable medical supplies (not furni-

ture)  

Floor Tiles 

Fork Lift 

Use of Scaffold or Bucket Truck 

Single or Double Bed Mattress & 

Springs in good condition 

Used (esp. int’l) & New Postage 

Stamps 

Digital Camera 

Working Refrigerator  

Working Gas Stove 

Bedroom Clothes Dresser 

Other Items - Please ask 

      (Call Jim at 4226821) 

At the Center... 

New World Needs... 
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Nairobi, Kenya Following elections December 27, hope has turned into 

tragedy. The incumbent, Mwai Kibaki, was accused by the opposition 

leader, Raila Odinga of fraudulent victory.  Tension between ethnic 

groups, which has simmered since the British colonial administration, 

broke out into anarchy,  with members of one tribe attempting to destroy 

any member of an opposing tribe.  It is estimated that at least 800 have 

died and 250,000 people have become refugees.  The worse affected 

areas are slums and highly populated areas where the poor live. Tour-

ism, the major national industry, has collapsed.  There are commodity 

shortages, the price of fuel has skyrocketed and few banks and shops are 

open for normal business.   

For years, we have traded steadily with two partners in Kenya, both of 

whom fear a severe loss of business due to the unrest.  

In the center of the country, Kisii Stone Carvers Co-op has sent carved 

stone animals and figures since the 1970’s, providing employment and 

community support for schools.  Kisii is an area of the Maasai people, 

an independent folk known for their athletic prowess.  In Mombasa, a 

resort area on the sea, a handicapped workshop, Bombolulu,  has pro-

duced skillfully designed jewelry, even setting fashion trends.  Since 

January, February and March are traditionally tourist season, they are 

worried they will lose more than half their expected income and encour-

age overseas buyers to increase their support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today we received our first order of jewelry and handmade 

crafts.  The Children of Pokot Educational Fund (C.O.P.E.) 

supports a school staffed and run by local Pokot (formerly 

SUK) people. 

The Pokot are a remote, pastoral people who are known as 

fierce fighters.  They are currently in dispute over land with a 

neighboring tribe over the Uganda border.  In addition, a 

drought causing food shortages has affected the traditional 

food supply for the Pokot.  The project operates a school, 

serves children nutritious meals, is starting a medical clinic, a 

vocational training program and is developing appropriate 

techniques for irrigating vegetable gardens.   

 

Action Suggestion:  Check this blog site 

for current status and requested actions:   

http://jhc-cdca-land- news.blogspot.com    

Please share this 

request with your 

network of 

friends. 

 

Managua, Nicaragua Some may remem-

ber the visit of two Nicaraguan women two 

years ago & their  successful T-shirt busi-

ness: COMAMNUVI.  With support of 

American donors, they purchased land, 

building a sewing factory with their own 

hands.  Now, due to pressure of a land 

speculator, they have been summoned to 

court, and due to a typographic error, they 

are in danger of losing their land, & build-

ing, putting 50 people out of work.  

Not Convenient to Visit the 

Third World Shoppe. Let us bring 

the Shoppe to you.  Host a 

Fair Trade House Party.  

We can provide beverages, a 

video, music & a display., even 

invitations.  You provide the 

guests.   

Partner Update: Violence in Kenya & Bangladesh Floods 

Nicaraguan Women May Lose Land 

 

 

Women of  Pokot  

Disaster knows no boundaries:  Recently a hundred Ameri-

cans lost their lives in tornados and wind storms in three 

Southern States.  This follows recent fires in Southern Califor-

nia.  In Dakka, Bangladesh reports of Cyclone Sidr,  claimed 

more than 3,000 lives and left more 

than one million people homeless! 

Survivors face severe heath risks and a 

shortage of food.  In 1979, Father 

Timm, a Holy Cross Priest from Notre 

Dame, helped start Jute Works. Since 

then, we’ve partnered with Bangla-

deshi artisans who produce jute plant 

hangers & home decor items.  A slide 

show of this project is available for 

group showings.  Earmarked donations 

are being accepted for disaster aid. 

Bangladesh is 

home of Dr. 

Yunis, winner of 

Nobel Prize for 

micro-loan 

programs for 

poor artisans. 
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Friends of the Third World, Inc.  

611 West Wayne Street 

Fort Wayne, Indiana  46802-2167 

excellent fact filled poster/map showing all 

the climate related facts -  on one large 

chart.  Become a climate expert in a single 

day.  Folded chart $15.00, Laminated $30. 

NEWS FLASH: Just in: Fairly Traded 

Organic Gourmet Colombian Coffee  

Grown at 1500 meters, coffee from ACOC 

co-op is an alternative to cocaine, in the 

Cauca region of southwestern Colombia. 

 

   

The flavor is just 

awesome. Try it. 

    

 

 

Sierra Nevada, Colombia  In the high 

mountains Arhuaco coffee farmer Javier 

Mestres has no  doubt. Javier saw the re-

sults of a warming planet in the premature 

flowering of his coffee plants on his four 

acre family farm.  He showed smaller, 

weaker berries and asked why the outside 

world wants to harm these beautiful plants?  

(According to the UN Climate Change 

Panel, global temperature could rise mak-

ing many parts of the world unsuitable for 

growing coffee: Colombia, Uganda, 

Kenya, & Tanzania. Many Southeast Asia 

islands could be wiped off the map by ris-

ing ocean levels! 

Learn more - Fair Trade Coffee Roaster 

Dean Cyconôs book (see insert) tells this 

story in detail & more. $19.95 from Whole 

World Bookstore 

Learn more:  The Global Education Pro-

ject of Canada has produced an 

Phone: 260-422-6821 

Fax: 260-422-1650 

E-mail: fotw@igc.org 

Digging at the Roots of Poverty Since 

1972...A nonprofit organization. 

Will Climate Change Destroy Coffee Crops?  

 

Heavenly Treats: 

Divine Chocolate,   in Milk, 
Dark, Mint Dark, Fruit & Nut 

Dark & Nut-Milk 

Support family farms in 
Ghana, Africa.  Fairly traded 
& child labor free…In stock 

 

FRIENDS OF THE POOR www.friendsof 

thethirdworld.org  

Ethic Directory … Its purpose: to provide a 

community resource for everyone looking 

for ethnic-related business or cultural/

language associations. The update is almost 

done.  Help needed with around-the-town 

visits. 

Graphic Arts Servicesé Postage rates will 

increase May 12 (First Class to 42 cents).  

Our students can help save money on bulk 

mail rates by barcoding.  They donate the 

labor.  We offer reasonable rates for printing 

services, too. 

 


